ADOPTED – OCTOBER 13, 2026 AGENDA ITEM NO. 51

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 2027 INGHAM COUNTY PROBATE COURT CONTRACTS FOR GUARDIAN AD LITEM, ATTORNEY, AND GUARDIANSHIP REVIEW SERVICES

RESOLUTION #26 – 515


WHEREAS, Michigan law requires the Probate Court to appoint guardians ad litem, attorneys, and guardianship review investigators in cases before the Court; and

WHEREAS, historically, the Probate Court and Ingham County, as its funding unit, have entered into contracts with local attorneys to provide guardian ad litem, court-appointed attorney, and guardianship review services on an annual basis; and

WHEREAS, the Probate Court desires to enter into contracts for 2027; and

WHEREAS, funding for these contracts is included in the 2027 Controller’s Recommended Budget.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approve entering into contracts for 2027 on the following terms:

	Attorney
	Contract Purpose
	Contract Shall Not Exceed

	Robert Refior
	Guardian Ad Litem (Judge Garcia’s Docket)
	$35,568

	Robert Refior
	Court Appointed Attorney for General Probate Matters (Judge Garcia’s Docket)
	$8,448

	Michael Staake
	Guardian Ad Litem (Judge Dunnings’ Docket)
	$26,676

	Michael Staake
	Court Appointed Attorney for General Probate Matters (Judge Dunnings’ Docket)
	$6,336

	Michael Staake
	Court Appointed Attorney for Mental Illness Proceedings
	$22,020

	Heather Boyer
	Guardian Ad Litem (Judge Dunnings’ Docket)
	$26,676

	Heather Boyer
	Court Appointed Attorney for General Probate Matters (Judge Dunnings’ Docket)
	$6,336

	Heather Boyer
	Provide Statutorily Required Guardianship Reviews
	$30,804

	Total:
	$162,864



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary contract documents consistent with this resolution upon approval as to form by the County Attorney.


LAW & COURTS: Yeas: Willis, Trubac, Peña, Lawrence, Schafer
Nays: None	Absent: Polsdofer, Cahill, Johnson Approved 10/01/26

FINANCE: Yeas: Grebner, Morgan, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville
Nays: None	Absent: Tennis Approved 10/07/26
